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How Do | Flatten a Transparency in
InDesign, lllustrator and Photoshop?

What is transparency in artwork?

Transparency in artwork is an effect where any object or image is not set at 100% opacity.
Common effects that apply transparency are any stylising effects like shadows, glows and
feathering. And of course applying ‘transparency’ to any object or image from the menu.

What is flattening?

The process of converting complex artwork into vector-based and rasterised areas is referred to
as ‘flattening.” Examples of objects that may require flattening include: text, gradients, spot
colours, vectors, images and overprinting.

Why is flattening necessary?

Flattening of transparencies is vitally important. Processing artwork becomes particularly complex
when transparent objects and/or images overlap. If different colour modes have been used,
unpredictable results can occur. For example if an image is RGB and has overlapping graphics
set in CMYK.

Flattening ensures the final print output is the same as what you see on your screen. Part of the
print process involves converting the file information into ‘printer language.’ It is during this
process that some printing software may interpret the file differently than intended, producing
unexpected and unwanted results. Flattening the file properly removes the possibility of this type
of error.
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there are no Spot Colours left. Then the file is ready
to be flattened using the following steps:
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Compression Settings For Flattener-Generated Images:
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Ensure you check the PDF before submission to ensure
that no elements were dropped out in the flattening process.

0. Click Save

NOTE: The information is correct up to Acrobat Pro DC 2015. Please refer to any of our other
relevant support documents to ensure all print specifications are correct. Alternatively, please
contact us on 1300 240 250 and we will be more than happy to help with specific enquiries.
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